Ripley County Council Meeting
January 20, 2026

Councilman President, Peg Ehlers, opened the County Council Meeting with the Pledge of the Allegiance.

Roll Call.

Present: Peg Ehlers, President, Ron Decker, Stephanie Back, Stan Wiedeman, Andrew Decker, David Tebbing,
Amy Copeland, Auditor & John Ertel, Attorney. Diane Macek was absent.

Motion: Councilman Wiedeman made the motion to approve the December 15, 2025 meeting minutes.
Action: Approve, Moved by Stan Wiedeman, Seconded by David Tebbing. Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.
Motion: Councilman Tebbing made the motion to make Ron Decker Council President for the 2026 year.
Action: Approve, Moved by David Tebbing, Seconded by Andrew Decker. Motion passed 5 yes, 1 abstain & 1

-absent.

Ron Decker made Peggy Ehlers his President Pro Tem.

Transfers 2025
1001.32301.00000.0022
Superior Court $398.15 Cty Gen/Copy Machine 1001'36600'00000'002.2 2025
Cty Gen/Pauper Council
Agreement
: 1001.14700.00000.0022 | 1001.36600.00000.0022
SOpeHaE L ient e L1280 Cty Gen/Petit Juror Cty Gen/Pauper Council 2023
1001.25100.00000.0022
Superior Court $909.50 Cty Gen/Copy Machine 1001'36600'00000'002?2 2025
. Cty Gen/Pauper Council
Supplies
. 1001.25300.00000.0022 | 1001.36600.00000.0022
bupeniar Cout §20946 Cty Gen/Office Supplies | Cty Gen/Pauper Council 2025
: : 1001.32700.00000.0022 | 1001.36600.00000.0022
Sepenior Court $206.04 Cty Gen/Mileage-Fuel Cty Gen/Pauper Council 2025
| 1001.36800.00000.0022 | 1641 36600.00000.0022
Superior Court $1,674.25 Cty Gen/Pauper . 2025
. Cty Gen/Pauper Council
Transcripts
1001.36900.00000.0020
Circuit Court |  $4,102.54 | Cty Gen/Juror Lodging & | 00 1-36600-00000.0020 2025
Cty Gen/Pauper Council
Meals
1001.36800.00000.0020
Circuit Court | $2,769.75 Cty Gen/Pauper 1001.36600.00000.0020 2025
i Cty Gen/Pauper Council
Transcript
159.11153.0000.0034 11159 13300,00000.0034
Health $3,782.38 Health Health Gen/Group Health 2025
Gen/Administrator P
1222.17310.00000.0045 | 1222.12600.00000.0045
911 $538.14 Statewide 911/Asst Day Statewide 911/Social 2025
Supervisor Security




1222.17310.00000.0045

1222.18100.00000.0045

911 $1,183.51 Statewide 91 lh/Asst Day Statewide 911/Perf 2025
Supervisor
1235.11290.00000.0000 1235.17309.00000.0000
911 $512.67 LIT 911/Holiday P LIT 2025
onday ray 911/Telecommunicator
. 1176.13300.00000.0027 | 1176.32580.00000.0027
Highway 33,825 87 Highway Gen/Group Ins | Highway Gen/Culverts 23
. 1176.13300.00000.0027 | 1176.28900.00000.0027
2.813 2
Kighee B12.513.65 Highway Gen/Group Ins | Highway Gen/Gas & Oil 2025
1176.19813.00000.0027
Eiphvway $783.98 1176.13300.00000.0007 | “pp ) ovmy Gentlst Asst 2025
Highway Gen/Group Ins
Mech
| 1135.13400.00000.0033 11135 18100.00000.0033
Highway $166.54 Cum Bridge/ ) 2025
Cum Bridge/Perf
Unemployment
1001.11299.00000.0011 | 1001.11201.00000.0011
Assessor $180.76 Cty Gen/Deputy Level 11 Cty Gen/Deputy 2025
. 1001.12600.00000.0018 | 1001.16400.00000.0018
2
Adiiiton »316.59 Cty Gen/Social Security Cty Gen/Council L
1001.17804.00000.0024
2
Auditor $153.65 1001 '1“600'(.)0000'00.1 8 Cty Gen/Maintenance 2025
Cty Gen/Social Security .
Supervisor
1001.37800.00000.0018
Auditor $3,618.79 1oal.1 2600'90000'00.1 & Cty Gen/Contractual 2025
Cty Gen/Social Security :
Service
. 1001.12600.00000.0018 | 1001.37900.00000.0018
Auditor 8242089 | v Gen/Sosial Seeuity Cty Gen/Utilities 2025
. 1001.12600.00000.0018 | 1001.37900.00000.0024
Auditor HIAE07.62 Cty Gen/Social Security Cty Gen/Utilities 2023
Motion: Councilman Ehlers made the motion to approve the above 22 transfers, Action:
Note: Approve, Moved by Peg Ehlers, Second by Stan Wiedeman. Motion passed 6 yes & 1
absent.
Transfers 2026
R To pay up to $100
1176.32550.00000.0026
2
Hightwoy $2.400.00 Fighsway GendRoad 1176.25800.00000.0026 | for each employee

Signs

Highway Gen/Uniforms

shoe allowance
Steel toe




Motion: Councilman Tebbing made the motion to approve the above transfer, Action:

Note: Approve, Moved by David Tebbing, Second by Peg Ehlers. Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.
1170'13?%2ng%20'0000 1170.15012.00000.0000 To move longevit
Sheriff $3,876.00 . LIT Public Safety/Chief | ° sevity
Safety/Longevity to payout line
: Deputy
Davidson
1170.15020.00000.0000 | 1170.11300.00000.0000 To move longevit
Sheriff $6,602.00 LIT Public LIT Public it
Safety/Longevity Hunger | Safety/Second Deputy pay
1170.11501.00000.0000 | 1170.11300.00000.0000 T'a giiave lonaevi
Sheriff $6,180.00 LIT Public LIT Public Safety/Fourth | -, 107> OnEevly
Safety/Longevity Curl Deputy pay
1 170'11??%01;?1(1))%20'0000 L1 70,11 3ULG000500 To move longevit
Sheriff $6,180.00 . LIT Public Safety/Fifth gevity
Safety/Longevity Deput to payout line
Reichert puty
1170'13%91;?1%%20'0000 1170.14300.00000.0000 To move longevi
Sheriff $1,169.00 . LIT Public Safety/Sixth gevity
Safety/Longevity Deput to payout line
Batchelor Uy
1001.11502.00000.0014 | 1001.18400.00000.0014 To move longevit
Sheriff $6,077.00 Cty Gen/Longevity Cty Gen/Matron o lg'ne Y
Adkinson Adkinson O payout i
1001.19999.00000.0014 | 1001.12305.00000.0014 To move longevit
Sheriff $9,347.00 Cty Gen/Longevity Cty Gen/Deputy to navout lgine Y
Halcomb Administrator o pay
Motion: Councilman A Decker made the motion to approve the above 7 transfers, Action:
Note: Approve, Moved by Andrew Decker, Second by Stan Wiedeman. Motion passed 6 yes & 1
absent.
1001.32305.00000.0005 Leaogar Sl
: 1001.32200.00000.0005 in dues.
Treasurer $138.08 Cty Gen/Printer . :
: Cty Gen/Dues Association raised
Maintenance _
the dues due.
Motion: Councilman Wiedeman made the motion to approve the above transfer, Action:
Note: Approve, Moved by Stan Wiedeman, Second by Stephanie Back. Motion passed 6 yes & 1

absent.

Additional Appropriations 2026




Operational

supplies for the
Health $8,200.00 »211,23307.00000.0000 FIMR grant was
FIMR/Operating Expenses
approved by the
grant.
Motion: Councilman Ehlers made the motion to approve the above additional appropriation,
Note: Action: Approve, Moved by Peg Ehlers, Second by David Tebbing. Motion passed 6 yes &
1 absent.
9206.25300.00000.0000

Court Services

$1,800.00

RCDAC Juvenile Services/Office Supplies

Grant funds

Note:

Motion: Councilman Tebbing made the motion to approve the above additional
appropriation, Action: Approve, Moved by David Tebbing, Second by Stephanie Back.

Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.

Court Services

$3,000.00

4300.37503.00000.0338
Court Ordered Testing/Meals for Meeting

To pay for food and
drink for the Ripley
County Child
Welfare
Stakeholder
Collaborative

Note:

Motion: Councilman A Decker made the motion to approve the above additional
appropriation, Action: Approve, Moved by Andrew Decker, Second by Stan Wiedeman.

Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.

Court Services

$9,792.00

9213.25300.00000.0000
IN Juv Behavioral Grant/Office Supplies

Grant Funds

Note:

Motion: Councilman Back made the motion to approve the above additional appropriation,
Action: Approve, Moved by Stephanie Back, Second by Peggy Ehlers. Motion passed 6 yes

& 1 absent.

Court Services

$39,858.00

9213.32395.00000.0000
IN Juv Behavioral Grant/Professional Services

Grant Funds

Note:

Motion: Councilman A Decker made the motion to approve the above additional
appropriation, Action: Approve, Moved by Andrew Decker, Second by Stephanie Back.

Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.

Court Services

$84,000.00

0213.37800.00000.0000
IN Juv Behavioral Grant/Contractual Services

Grant Funds

Note:

Motion: Councilman Back made the motion to approve the above additional appropriation,
Action: Approve, Moved by Stephanie Back, Second by Andrew Decker. Motion passed 6

yes & 1 absent.

Court Services

$3,862.00

9213.32600.00000.0000
IN Juv Behavioral Grant/Training

Grant Funds




Motion: Councilman Wiedeman made the motion to approve the above additional
Note: appropriation, Action: Approve, Moved by Stan Wiedeman, Second by Peggy Ehlers.
Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.

New Business:

Motion: Councilman Ehlers made the motion to appoint Amy Streator to the Economic Development
Commission, Action: Approve, Moved by Peggy Ehlers, Second by Stan Wiedeman. Motion passed 6 yes & 1
absent.

Area Planning Board — Jeff French & Stephen Youngman

Mr. French came in to speak to the council about the Area Planning Director retiring on May 31, 2026. He
wanted to advertise with a higher pay rate. The Council told him to advertise the pay would be based on
experience.

Health Dept — Tara Briggs

Ms. Briggs was in to talk to the council about the MCHC position in the Health Department. The position is a
salary of $49,140.00 for 2026 but Ms. Briggs would like that raised to $52,780.00. There was no motion to
change the salary.

Motion: Councilman A Decker made the motion to approve an ordinance adopting Annual Sex or Violent
Offender Registration Fees and Address Changes, Action: Approve, Moved by Andrew Decker, Second by
Stephanie Back. Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.

Motion: Councilman Ehlers made the motion to appoint Councilman Macek to the SEI Regional Planning
Board, Action: Approve, Moved by Peggy Ehlers, Second by Stan Wiedeman. Motion passed 6 yes & 1
absent.

Old Information

The Dog Warden position was discussed. The Committee is talking about an Animal Control Officer. The Dog
Warden is going to retire in 2 years and they are trying to have a plan when that happens. Ripley Care wanted
the Council to know they appreciate everything they are doing.

The 2027 salary was discussed also. Councilmen Macek, Wiedeman, and Ehlers are working on this and talking
to different counties and department heads. Council President Decker asked to have results by the March
meeting.

Other Information
Councilman Wiedeman thanked Councilman Ehlers for being their president for the last year.

Committee Reports:

Economic Development — Andrew Decker — Councilman Decker stated that they have two prospects coming to
Ripley County. He also stated that the innovation center will be ready soon, this is a training area to use.

SEI Regional Planning Committee — Diane Macek — none

Solid Waste District - David Tebbing — none

Grants Committee - Stan Wiedeman — Councilman Wiedeman stated that Ripley County received a $40,000.00
grant from the Rising Sun Regional Foundation. The Council thanked Auditor Amy Copeland for her work on
the grant.



Motion: Councilman Tebbing made the motion to Adjourn, Action: Adjourn, Moved by David Tebbing,
Seconded by Andrew Decker. Motion passed 6 yes & 1 absent.
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